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MINUTES OF CEDAR VALLEY DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

HELD THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, L977
7 :30 P.M.

The meeting was called to order by Donald Norseth. Mr. Norseth stated that the
water picture this year is pretty standard over the State---tough. Most of the State
is around 30%, but originally was fixed at about five or ten per centr and if you

deduct February from the 307., we are dor,o-n more. The snow is drier all t-ire time.
Some reservoirs are in fair shape. rn the Duchesne area they are aboui 25'1" of. normal,
but most of the reservoirs are empty because of the dry summer. In the Logan area
they are at about 307" with little storage. However, Bear Lake is up. Rationing
will be taking place before the irriga[ion season starts in Ogden, and there is only
a 6OL water supply in the Weber Basin area. People with lawns and garciens will
take secona priority. The Salt Lake area is in the same posiEion. Utal-r Lake is
nearly full because of three year's good runoff in that area. Sevierftdt: is better
than normal. Those without reservoirs will really feel the pinch' If we have no

rain in March or April, it will be a bad year, and even those with wells will suffer
toward the end of the Year.

Mr. Norseth then stated that liater commissioner, clemont Adams, had asked to be

excused from the meeting early, so the time was turned to Mr. Adams for tire presentation
of the Commissiondr's RePort.

COMMISSIONER'S REPORT3 (A COPY

various fields prior to the meetingt
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of this report was giveir to the heads of the
and a copy of the same is attache<i .ircleto and

Clemont stated that he is having a probiem with accessibility to some of the

well houses in the area. He said thaE during the year ]re rnade 238 trips around the

Coal Creek area.

A new electronic calculator was purchased this year which cu l- do'w-n cons Lticrabll'
on Clemont's work. .Clemont recommended that the oId calculator be soi.i i.lrd [::r-lb a

new duplicator be purchased. He stateC that he thoughi he could seII tl:e olcl caicrrLaLor

for $Zb.OO, and he suggested that the school distrit:t would i;ii',r Ll-ie c,ir; dr r-'i ic:rtor ior

$r50.00.

Clemont stated that on page 18 of his report wlis 1j s i.cd , i I r."1 i- ri: i iri t, v,'ii- ir s("-l

in 1976. South and West used 217OO acre feetl Hunt,:r dit-cll , (') ;:r:-i:: ''''i . IIr: i''n
Field, almost 2r000 acre feetl North Field, 1r8501 East Exte rr:'i-t'rnr l,i-l5t1; iiorL;i
\,iest FieLd, about 780; Old Fort and OI<i FieId , LrL92, aud Cecl E r C i,t/ uo;r1.,()raric;n,
,rbout 31787 acre feet, including cuLinary \"rater- usecl .

Coai Creek is drawing aImOsL.4r5AO acr: feet of water, with 1r500 aclc fer:' E beir-rg

stock water. There was water put in underground storage at tlre Bullciog llt-rnd. We

oormally operate at about 50r000 acre feet in order Lo accontmoJaLe this area, and

this year, the total water u.seci, incluSing cuiinary weIIs' \ri:IS 53r137 acrr: feet
in this valley.
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, this is to get some backbone, ancl when a guy overpumps and continues to use his weII,
we should sign a Complaint and take him into Court, and Ehat this should take care of
this problem. Clemont has no authority with the pumpers to go and turn off a well,
especially with a sprinkling systeml it is just too risky. If we want to control how
much water is pumped, it wiII only take one law suit. Clemont is witling to sign a
Complaint against anyone who will not work with him. Thurman Higbee then asked how
much overpumping there had been. Clemont said that most of the overpumping is small.
There is one person that has overpumped 450 acre feet which is about as much as this
person has. It is easy to determine how much water a person is pumping, and some
companies have been very good to work with. George Vandenberghe asked what we pay
the State water guys for and why they can't turn the wells off. Dr. Prestwich asked
if there was not a law to take care of this. Clemont said that the State is too far
away and that the battle has got to be won right here. We have to put up the money
and get people into Court. Dennis Bauer asked if this was the only course we have,
and Clemont said he knew of no other. Brent. Hunter asked what others had done with
this problem. Mr. Bene said that it can only be referred to the Attorney General, and
if he doesn't act, we are without recourse. Dr. PauI R. Lunt asked if Robert L. Gardner
was not with the Attorney'General's office in our area. Mr. Norseth said that we might

be able to work through the County Attorney and that the best rvay should be through
cooperation, but it is pretty hard to shut some guy off and burn up his crops, but
it itratrs the way we want to go, he wiII do it. The only way we can do it is to
take him through the County Attorney and shut him off if the people wonrt work with
him. Craig Jones asked how difficult it is to give advanced warning, and Clemont
saicl that the overpumping we are concerned with has been a surprize, and there has been

a failure to comply with any advanced notice, but it is not rair to treat the over-
pumper the same as the guy who works with Clemont. l-orrest Q. Bauer said there shouLd

be a uniform rule all over the State, and Ciemont said this is why it is er local
problem. Ren Luke then asked if it was noL stealing water to overpump, arrd if we are
spending $6r000.00 a year we should have some means of enforcemenE among ourselves.
Dr. Beal said that this is a problem alI over the Stater and Mr. Norsethr saici that
there is a three per cenc overpumping in Beryl, but that tl'ris is wi thin ttre realm of
possibility and not an unreasonable overpumpage in any vall ey. Ren .saic tl-rat if a

person overpumps, he should not use the water the next year ancl he sirould i:-ake care
of his own water, but we can handle it ourselves. Dr. PresEwicl'r said tl-rat- this is
illegal. Mr. Norseth then stated that you cannoE charge a nlan this year's; waLer

against next yearts water. Dennis Bauer then asked tvhy a tltall cannot us€: water he

clid not use Iast year, this year, and lir. Norseth said tilis \r;aS not iro.ss iiile.
()eorge Vandenberghe then askecl how it stood over the entirc va1iel', iirtd CIr-iirorrL

said that it is just a few inciividuals that are overpumpir'Ig' arrd we a ii l-,;';e iire
same right to it. Clemont said that he feels that the overpuirlp(li: l,;rs;;c't co be

taken care of . Craig Jones said that it is the responsibi I itl' e1 tlrr-: Cc,ur, L)' Atcorno)',
and Mr. Norseth said that that is where you file a Complair-rL aird tlriit ovcrpurtiiting is
a misdemeanor. Dr. Lunt then asked if there was any I^/ay to get it changecl to a felonyt
:Lnd Mr. Norseth said that it was possible only through the legislature nraking the
change. George Vandenberghe then asked if most of the pumPs weren't elecLrJ-c, and

tre further stated that if they were it should be easy to turn them off . Geralci Stoker
then commented that it was a matter of liability. Clemont saicl the thing is tl-rat
he will never pull the switch on a mobile sprinkler line, and that he wiLl only send

a note telling the man that he is overpumping. Craig Jones tl-ren asked l-rortr mucir

expense is involved in prosecution, and Clemont said tirat he <iid not kncrv but that
an overpumper is breaking the law, and he will not enforce that law unless we are
wilting to stand the expense. Vermont Ashdor,rn then stated that we shoulrl gct tire
County Attorney's opinion on this matter. Dr. Prestwich said that we sl.ould just
turn it loose and let everyone pump what they wanted to. CLernont then stated that
this is not fair, because most people have taken care of their overpumping. Dennis
Bauer then said that there should be come way to curtail the overpumping.
Dr. PresLwich then said that we should change the laws, and Clenlont said that it is
just a matEer of enforcement. Dr. Lunt said that if it was a feiony, it would carry



lnore weight than a misdemeanor. Clemont said that he would not be responsible for
this kind of a judgment, and that he will administer the law as it is written. He

wilI notify the people when they have overpumped. Dr. Prestwich then said that
450 acre feet, is a lot of water, and Clemont said that it defir-ritely should be
handled legally. Clemont also stated that Union FieId has been very good to work
with him. Jerry Bryant then sgid that he thought the overpumper mentioned had
purchased more water to put into his welI. Jerry Bryan! said, also, that he sold
some water to Mr. Woodbury, and it is not recorded in the report. Mr. Bryant then
asked Clemont to check and see if the George Roper weII had been transferred to the
Deputy Sheriff who is overpumping. Clemont said that if there has been water
transferred in, he does not know about it, and perhaps it is in escrow or has not
been filedrto his knowledge.

Dr. Prestwich then asked about Clemont's salary. Clemont said that he got by
pretty welI last year with the new calculator and two deputy commissioners, and so

he would Ieave his salary the same as last year. Brent HunEer told Clemont he would
never do as a Congressman. Clemont said he figures he makes about $2.00 an hour
working for us, but he has a vested interest in it and will let it stand this way if
his work is satisfactory to us. Clemont then resigned as Water CommissioLrer.

The meeting was then turned to Ren Luke. He asked Secretary, LaRee Garfieldt
to read the minutes for L976. The minutes were read afterwhich Thelmer Stratton
made the motion that the minutes be approved as readl the motion l^7as seconded by
Dennis Bauer and passed by the members present unanimously.

FINANCIAL REPORT: (Copy attached ancl made a Part hereof by referencc)'

The fina'ciaI report was read by Donald Norsetl-r. At the conclusion <':f Llte rellort,
Dr. Prestwich said that the Spilsbury ll,anch has been sol d to i" W' Gardncr' Alan N'

(gua) Garf ield said that No, 27, East Urrion Pump Co., shoulcl bc scnt to Duard Scltoppmant

rather than Alan Garfield. Steven Grimshaw said that No. 84, ceorqe D. Grirnshawt

should be sent to him at Box 68, Cedar City. Number 71, Jatnes A. \^latson, sltould be

sent to Davicl Jensen. Mr. Norseth said that this had been p:ri,d. Ren asltcd if therc
were any questions on the report. Dr. Prestwich asked abou t tlie Undergrour,i Coirttr1i ttee
Expense. Mr. Norseth said that we buclget iE every year and il. is never collecLccl,
Uui tnis year they sent in a voucher, and it was paid. tsrcnL lluliter aslie<l rvilf il
all came out of tiris year, and lulr. Norse-th said that it dicln't. It catne out of Lhe

reserve fund. Dr. Lunt said that the financial statement shou,l,d be clari-fied an<i

explained so that the reason this much money was expendeci rvort l ci be t:r,dci:rs Lc;o<i.

Steve Grirnshaw said that in tire Ceclar Vatley Pumper-s As,',;oc j,:rt: ir't.r ;tt'ioitr:i , l-1icrr:r: is
only about $600.O0 of the $ L1925.00 that is still le1-[; Llrc LC].ii. '"viiri lr;r i-(j Lo Il-,c

atttrney for our share. George Vandenberghe made the motj-on Lirat l'rc zr2l.iiove tire
Financial Report; the motion was seconded by Steve Grimsl'raw anci unarrintotrsly passed

by the members present.

Dr. prestwich made the motion that we seII the calculator and duplicaior as

per Clemont's recommendations, for the best possible price. This motion was seconded

by Brent Jones and unanimously passed.

Ren tuke':then stated t,hat,-the next mdtter of ' business'' wa;l to: pt-r-pdtr: ' Lire-Dudget
fOr t971. He, said tha't we are practicaiJ-y broke and tilat the. an'Lour-it we iqi il iritve
to budget for Lo,rcarry on is $6r050.00. , Ile said that' tliere is rr<> 1-esei-v(r ;.ir si)eeik

of . Dr. Prestwich made the: motion tirat tl,e budget be set at $6r 100.00' ci,:rt CLemont-

be approved as the Water Commissioner with the same group of assistants and uncier
tne iame salary he stated he would work for. Brent Hunter seconded the rnotion, and

it was unanimously passed by the members present.

Ren said that the next item of business \^/as to appoint a water comn,i t tee to run
the system next year. He st,ated that Lhe nrembers of tlie cotnmitLee at Present are
Steve Grimshaw, Bud Garfield, Jerry Bryant, Ren Luke and Roger Chambers. Steve
Grimshaw nominated Brent Jones as chairman. Cressel Sherratt nominated Jerry Bryant.
Thelmer Stratton nominated Ren Luke, but Ren declined the nomination. Dr. BeaI
moved tha! we proceed to ballot. A vote was taken by a standing vote. Brent Jones



received fourteen votes, Jerry )1r:yant, e:'.ght votes, so Brent Jones will be the
new chairman, with Jerry BryanL, Steve Grimshaw, 1.,rr. Beai., Roger Chambers,
Dr. Prestwich and Bud Garfield as committee members. The motion t.o retain the
present commiLBee mernbers was made by Brent Jones arrd seconded by Dr. Prestwich,
and unanimously passed by the meml:ers present.

Cressel Sherratt moved that the meetirrg adjournl the motion was seconded
by Brent Hunter. Meeling adjourned at 8:45 P.M.


